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                      2017-18 26TEN Communities Grants                          

                                                                                                                              

Organisation / region Project name & brief description 

 

Amount  
(inc GST) 

 

Derwent Valley Council  

 
2018COM01  

 

South (Derwent Valley) 

 

Derwent Valley: a Valley of Learning  

 

The Derwent Valley’s first 26TEN project found that the stigma of low literacy continues to be a problem. 

People are embarrassed to ask for help. This project will focus on breaking down the barrier.  

 

Activities will be based on locals building confidence with literacy through telling and sharing their stories.  

 

26TEN’s messages will be subtly integrated into the sessions and connections will be made to make it 

easier to ask for help.  

 

The Derwent Valley Action Group will continue to be supported by the Derwent Valley Council and New 

Norfolk Library to run this project. Organisations who have pledged support are New Norfolk High 

School, New Norfolk Men’s Shed, New Norfolk Historical Society, RSL, and Corumbene Care. 

 

The project was successful in getting the 26TEN message and awareness of adult literacy out into the community, 

particularly outside New Norfolk. This increased awareness came through a series of events where literacy and 

numeracy and the 26TEN goals were embedded in storytelling and other activities.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

$50,000 
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Migrant Resource Council 

North (MRCN)  

 
2018COM04  

 

North (Launceston) 

 

Launceston Bhutanese and Nepalese Community embrace 26TEN  

 

This project will help the Bhutanese and Nepalese communities in Launceston build skills and confidence in 

the English language. Because of their background in refugee camps and lack of written language, the 

government-provided education program does not allow them to reach a standard of English proficiency 

to attend other funded English courses (for example offered by TasTAFE). This also makes it very 

challenging for them to pass the Australian Citizenship Test. The lack of proficiency, particularly for 

women who generally stay in the home, makes integrating into the wider community very difficult. 

 

The project will engage community members with limited English in “Let’s Talk and Read in English” 

sessions, building activities around the Australian Citizenship Test.  

 

Participants will be encouraged to attend two sessions per week for ten weeks. The sessions will be held 

on two mornings, for a minimum of two hours each. Participants can register to continue with the 

program after the first ten weeks if they are making progress. There will be three sets of 10 week 

sessions.  

 

Members of participants’ families who speak English will be asked to support them at home to practice 

what they are learning. The project team will provide resources for families to do this, matching the topic 

of the sessions. 

 

As a result of this project: 

 

 19 participants successfully passed the citizenship test 

 the project team reported a noticeable improvement in participants’ comprehension of spoken English 

 many socially isolated participants benefited from being able to engage with others in a safe learning 

environment 

 

$39,200 

 


